CHURCH OF GOD OF PROPHECY
HIGHLIGHT OF IMPORTANT BIBLE TRUTHS

FOR THE FULL VERSION, VISIT https://cogop.org/what-we-believe/

Since the beliefs of the Church of God of Prophecy (“The Church”) are based on biblical
principles, we realize that we are on a spiritual journey striving to “walk in the light” when it
comes to our understanding of timeless truth. The following doctrinal insights reflect our current
findings through our International Assemblies. We must always be acutely aware that as human
instruments, we are subject to limited comprehension. As such, we desire to continually seek
greater light which better aligns us to Scripture and brings correction to our finite knowledge.
Henceforth, following each Assembly, the Biblical Doctrine and Polity Committee would be
expected to make any further adjustments that would be required in light of this mandate to
reflect Assembly decisions.

From its beginnings, the Church of God of Prophecy has based its beliefs on “the whole Bible
rightly divided.”

e We profess that regeneration by the Holy Spirit is essential for the salvation of sinful
humankind.

e We believe the sinner is brought to an awareness of the need for salvation through the
convicting work of the Holy Spirit.

e We believe that in sanctification by the blood of Christ, one is made holy. We affirm the
present, active ministry of the Holy Spirit who guides the Church and by whose
indwelling and empowerment we are able to live godly lives and render effective service
to God and others.

e We believe in the oneness and ultimate unity of believers for which our Lord prayed, and
that this should be visibly displayed “that the world may know, see, and believe” God’s
glory, the coming of His Son, and the great love He has for His people (John 17:20-23).

e We are committed to the sanctity of the marriage bond and the importance of strong,
loving Christian families.

The Church embraces all biblical doctrines as taught in the New Testament and have listed
some that may be helpful to believers seeking to mature in Christ Jesus:

REPENTANCE

The presence and work of the Holy Spirit in the world and upon the human heart through the
Gospel of Jesus Christ (John 16:8—11) brings CONVICTION, an awareness and
acknowledgement of sin against God and the need to confess that guilt with Godly sorrow

(2 Corinthians 7:10). In short, repentance means not only being sorry for sin, but a turning
from and forsaking the old life (sin habits) for a new walk by faith in God through the Holy
Spirit and in company with the people of God (Acts 2:42). The result of repentance is salvation,
a work that is both instantaneous (new birth—John 3:3—8) and life-inclusive, beginning with the
giving of new life by the Holy Spirit to the believer and climaxing with a glorified body
(Hebrews 9:28; Mark 1:15; Luke 13:3; Acts 3:19). Repentance results in Justification,
Regeneration, or what is called the “Born Again” experience as explained below.
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JUSTIFICATION

Justification is both a state and an act: On the part of the repentant one, it is the state of being
without offense toward God. On God’s part, it is His act in forgiving the actual sins for which
one has repented and declaring the individual accepted in a new relationship. The individual is
said to be justified by faith in Jesus Christ; that is, one’s sins are covered (atoned for), and God
no longer holds that person accountable for those sins. New spiritual life has begun (2
Corinthians 5:17), a beginning sometimes referred to as Regeneration.

REGENERATION/BORN AGAIN

Regeneration describes the work of God in providing new spiritual life in the believer. Human
beings without Christ are “dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1) and must be made alive
or regenerated through the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5). This giving of new spiritual life through Jesus
Christ enables right relationships with God, the ability to worship Him in spirit and in truth (John
4:24) and is simultaneous with Justification (previous paragraph). It is God’s gracious act to
rekindle the spiritual life lost in Adam (1 Corinthians 15:22) so one may now walk after the
Spirit and not after the flesh (Romans 8:1-11). Accordingly, the individual is said to be “Born
Again” or born of God (1 John 5:1).

SANCTIFICATION

Sanctification, like salvation, ultimately spans the entire life of the believer. Initially, it is a
work of grace subsequent to being justified, regenerated, or born again. It is an instantaneous
work, which both sets one apart for God (1 Corinthians 1:2) and crucifies and cleanses the old
nature, enabling the believer to be free from the dominant rule of sin (Romans 6:6-7; 1
Corinthians 6:11. This dethroning of the old nature, this cleansing, this setting apart, places upon
the believer the scriptural demand to “mortify the deeds of the body” through the Spirit (Romans
8:12, 13) and to “Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication (sexual
immorality), uncleanness, inordinate (abnormal) affection, evil concupiscence (desire for earthly
things), and covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). Second Peter 3:17, 18 further
encourages growth in God’s grace and in the knowledge of Jesus Christ. There is then in
sanctification, a responsibility on the part of the believer to “put off”” some habits and practices,
and to “put on” others, which means there must be intentionality to holiness (Ephesians 4:22—
32). Sanctification empowers us against sin’s control; the believer responds with a renewed mind
to be transformed into the image of Christ (Romans 12:1, 2) and to be holy in life and conduct (2
Corinthians 7:1).

BAPTISM WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT

The baptism with the Holy Spirit as it occurred at Pentecost and in subsequent places in the book
of Acts (8:14—17; 10:44-46; 19:2-7) is a definite experience that is subsequent to the salvation
and sanctification experiences or may accompany them in a somewhat simultaneous way. Jesus
said to His disciples, “... for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you” (John 14:17). This
indwelling is a definite, instantaneous experience described in the Scriptures by the word
“baptism” and is accompanied by the evidence of speaking in other tongues as the Spirit gives
utterance. The baptism is also the Holy Spirit’s enduement of the believer for service in the
Kingdom, as the Church was empowered at Pentecost to go forth with the message of the Gospel

Page 2 of 5



(Acts 1:8). This experience should not be confused with water baptism, regeneration, or
sanctification. See also Acts 2:38-39.

SPEAKING IN OTHER TONGUES

Speaking in (with) other tongues—Ilanguages (magnifying God through uttering His wonderful
works in languages normally unknown to the speaker—Acts 2:4-8; 11; 10:44—46) is common in
the book of Acts to describe the coming of the Holy Spirit upon believers as clearly stated in the
foregoing scriptural texts. Acts 19:6 also shows the same result (speaking in tongues and
prophesying) when the apostle Paul laid hands on 12 believers in the city of Ephesus for them to
receive the Holy Spirit. In regulating the order and use of spiritual gifts to the Corinthian saints
(1 Corinthians 12—14), Paul also allows for the private use of tongues in prayer to God and
indicates that this edifies the individual believer’s spirit (14:2—4). The gifts of tongues and
interpretation of tongues for public use in the assembled congregation are, of course, to be
distinguished from the baptism with the Spirit as applied in the individual’s experience.

Following the biblical pattern in Acts, the Church of God of Prophecy and other classical
Holiness/Pentecostal churches teach that speaking with other tongues as the Spirit gives
utterance is the initial evidence (observable by others) of the baptism with the Holy Spirit.
However, it is not to be regarded or sought as an “end-all” experience. Daily walking and living
in the Spirit (Romans 8:1-14) will continue to build Christian character (the fruit of the Spirit)
and should be the desire and practice of every believer.

DIVINE HEALING

God’s sovereign grace and mercy, through the atonement of Jesus Christ for all our sins and
ultimately for all the consequences of sin, provides for the healing/salvation of our souls as well
as our bodies in His work on Calvary. In the tradition of Jesus and His apostles as recorded in the
Gospels and Acts (Mark 3:1-5; 9-12; 14, 15; Matthew 10:8; Acts 5:12), the Church believes that
divine healing is accomplished by the power of God without the aid of medicine or surgical skills
(Matthew 8:14—17). While it is clear that God does not always heal instantaneously in response
to all prayers for healing (whether of the individual or of someone else praying on behalf of an
individual—see 2 Timothy 4:20), it is also a clear biblical duty of the elders and ministers of the
Church to pray for the sick and to visit the sick (James 5:13—18 with Matthew 25:34-40).

WATER BAPTISM

Water baptism is the act of being immersed in water according to the commandment and
instructions of Christ (Matthew 28:19). This ordinance has no power to wash away sins, but

is the answer of a good conscience toward God (1 Peter 3:21) and represents for the believer an
identity with the death, burial, and resurrection of our Lord (Romans 6:3-5). Mark 16:16 further
reinforces the necessity of this step of obedience. On the day of Pentecost, the apostle Peter told
those under conviction what they should do (Acts 2:38). Obviously, the apostles literally
followed the Lord’s instructions, and we can do no less. Baptism, then, is outward evidence of
our submission to Christ in salvation and our public declaration that we are His followers. It
identifies us with His people in His kingdom. “Then they that gladly received His word were
baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls” (2:41; see
also 10:47, 48 and 16:30-33).
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THE LORD’S SUPPER

The Lord’s Supper is a sacred ordinance that our Lord Himself instituted on the night He was
betrayed as He ate the Passover with His disciples (Luke 22:14-22). He instructed that this be
done in remembrance of Him. It is representative of our communion and fellowship with Him.
The apostle Paul reiterated the Lord’s instructions to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 11:23-23),
adding some helpful details. It is therefore the Church’s position that this be observed with all
gravity and in an orderly manner. No one should approach the Lord’s Table with unforgiven sin
in one’s heart, and all should consecrate themselves in prayer before and upon every occasion of
this observance. The Lord’s Supper consists of “the fruit of the vine”” (unfermented grape juice,
as is our practice), representing the blood of Christ, and unleavened bread, representing His
broken body on the cross. The Church encourages the Lord’s Supper to be observed at least once
a quarter, but to do so more often is certainly compatible with scriptural teaching (Acts 2:46, 47
NLT).

PRE-MILLENNIAL SECOND COMING OF JESUS

Our Lord Jesus Christ is coming back to earth again (Acts 1:11), and the Church understands this
coming in two phases: First, in mid-air to resurrect the dead saints and to catch away the living
saints to meet Him so that all who are in Christ can attend the marriage supper of the Lamb (1
Thessalonians 4:16, 17; see also 1 Corinthians 15:51, 52; Revelation 19:9). Second, Jesus will
return with the saints to reign on earth for a thousand years: “...And they lived and reigned with
Christ a thousand years. But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were
finished. This is the first resurrection” (20:4, 5; see also Zechariah 14:4-9; Revelation 5:10;
20:6).

RESURRECTION

God’s plan for the world includes a time of accountability of all people (living and dead)
before His judgment seat. For this reason, all the dead, both righteous and wicked, will be
resurrected. As part of the assurance of this judgment, God raised Jesus from the dead and
appointed Him judge (Acts 24:15; Daniel 12:2; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Acts 17:30, 31). However,
the resurrection of the wicked dead and their time of judgment will not occur until after the
thousand-year reign of Christ on earth with His saints (Revelation 20:4-6).

ETERNAL LIFE FOR THE RIGHTEOUS

In Jesus’ high priestly prayer, He defined eternal life as follows: “And this is life eternal, that
they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent” (John 17:3).
The New Testament everywhere teaches that eternal life is promised to those who believe in
Jesus (John 3:16). Those who die in the Lord and those who are serving Him when He returns
will receive the reward of eternal life (Romans 6:22-23).

ETERNAL PUNISHMENT FOR THE WICKED

How we live our lives in this present world determines our destiny in the next, our eternal
reward (Daniel 12:2; Romans 2:4-9). The unconverted and the wicked are doomed to eternal
punishment from which there is no escape—no liberation, no annihilation (Matthew 25:46,
Revelation 21:8, 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9).
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MARRIAGE, DIVORCE, AND REMARRIAGE

Genesis 1:26, 27; 2:18-25; Deuteronomy 6:7; Matthew 5:32; 14:3, 4; 19:3—12; Mark 10:12;
Luke 16:18; Romans 7:2, 3; 1 Corinthians 5:1-5; 6:9-18; 7:2, 11; Colossians 3:18-21.
MARRIAGE AND FAMILY

The Church of God of Prophecy affirms the biblical teaching that marriage is sacred and

should not be entered into lightly without proper preparation. Marriage was originally instituted
by God as a properly recognized covenant relationship between one man and one woman for life.
The Church affirms the biblical family as a father and mother in wedlock who may procreate
children. The Church further asserts that the home, including the extended family, is to be guided
by love, discipline, and other nurturing aspects as taught in God’s Word. Because the Church is
committed to the sanctity of marriage and human life, we diligently stand against abortion,
incest, abuse, euthanasia, adultery, divorce, homosexuality, and lesbianism, which we believe are
contrary to God’s original design as expressed in His Word. All biblically unlawful unions such
as same-sex, incestuous, or polygamous marriages are renounced by the Church even if they are
recognized as legal civil governments.

DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE

Concerning “divorce” in the above context, the Church means the breaking of a legitimate,
lawful, biblical marriage and holds firmly to the principle that such divorces are not God’s

will, especially between Christians. Forgiveness, reconciliation, and healing should be

sought as a first priority in order to preserve marriages and prevent divorce. The Church also
recognizes that despite biblical teaching and honest human effort, divorces do occur sometimes
against the will of one or the other party. Therefore, the Church recognizes (in a pastoral sense)
those causes, in addition to death, that would be recognized as ending a previously valid biblical
marriage. In such cases, delineated here, marriage partners would not be classed as adulterers
even though remarried:

1. If persons were divorced and remarried for any reason prior to their personal salvation
and have demonstrated a willingness to seek restitution (forgiveness from the offended
spouse) and restoration where possible.

2. Ifadivorce occurred because of a spouse’s habitual adulterous behavior and efforts to
bring reconciliation are no longer possible.

1. If divorce occurred because of spousal or child abuse, such as incestuous behavior that
seriously endangers the life and health of the spouse or family and violates the sanctity of
holy matrimony.

Under no circumstances should Christians or Church members initiate or seek divorce

without completely exhausting all biblical and counseling avenues to restore, rebuild, and
sustain their marriages. Marriages that clearly violate biblical standards (such as incestuous
marriages) may be appealed to the presbytery for specific consideration. All divorce and
remarriage cases not falling within the categories described above should be referred for counsel
and resolution to the pastor and local church leadership, the state/regional/national presbytery, or
the general ministerial presbytery (which includes the presiding bishop and general presbyters)
as may be appropriate.
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