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Sermon Title: Just Give it Your All 
Speaker: Mark Lawrence, Lead Pastor 
Date: Sunday, February 14, 2021 
 
Scripture Reference: 
  
Mark 12: 41 - 44 (NIV)  
 
41 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting 
their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts.  
 
42 But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents. 
 
43 Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into the 
treasury than all the others.  
 
44 They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything - all she had to live 
on.” 
 
Summary: 
 
Have you ever heard about the woman who one day during offering time walked to the front of the 
church and gave something close to a penny? She dropped a penny in the offering basket. On that 
day while the giving might have been normal or regular – the customs that she would follow week in 
and week out didn’t change. On this day something different happened.  
 
Jesus was watching her give. Jesus notices that this woman is poor. This woman is a widow.  And 
although all she has is something close to a penny, Jesus notices that she gives more than all of the 
rich men who were sowing and giving on that day.  
 
Today’s sermon title is simply “Just Give it Your All.” Today our main character in our text is 
referenced from Mark chapter 12: 41-44. There you will find the story of that poor widowed woman 
who simply gave her all. She just didn’t have a lot.   
 
It is safe to say that we live in a world where we have been enculturated by this capitalistic society 
that values money over humanity. Everybody teaches you your whole life that you must be great; 
you must be victorious, and you should dominate in your field of work. Furthermore, you got to be a 
conqueror. You got to be a showstopper. You got to be at the top of your class.  They tell you that 
you want to be in the top ten percent. Can we go further; they tell you that you want to make it, you 
want to be wealthy, you want to be prosperous and that you need to achieve all these aspirations by 
a certain age.  
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So many of us are trying to reach for something that God never called us to reach for – because our 
aims have been misguided. Our aims, ambitions and our goals are capitalistic – they are not 
Christian or Christ-like focused. The only thing God has required for you to do for the rest of your life 
is to do your best in whatever you are called to do – to give it your all.  
  
Three important things we should draw and take away from the text. 
 

1. She gave her all even after a loss.  
The Bible says she is a poor widowed woman. You only become a widow when your 
husband has died. She has experienced a loss and yet she’s still giving.  

 
Can you still give when life has taken so much from you? Can you still give it your all, be 
your best, create your best, talk your best, walk your best, and sow your best even when life 
has taken so much from you?  

 
2. She was still productive and effective after her loss.  

Even after a loss you can still be meaningful to others and in the things that you do. God will 
allow you and fill you with enough strength and power that even after you have lost someone 
or something, you can still give something to others and in what you do. Even after things 
have been taken from you, you can still be triumphant and you can still produce.  
 
Sometimes all you got is a little but when you give it to the Lord and you put it in his hands; 
you release it to him, he will perfect it. He will take a little bit and do a whole lot with it. He will 
take a little bit of education, a little bit of your joy and make something great of it. You just got 
to do your best and let the Spirit do the rest. Your labor though small it may be – maybe just 
enough to set somebody free. 
 

3. She gave it her all and got seen by the Lord.  
Jesus was watching everybody give on that day in reference. They were on the outside of 
the courts where I think there must have been an offering receptacle – and he was just 
watching them. The Bible didn’t say that he was watching what they gave; instead he was 
watching how they gave. 
 
Either way – Jesus was watching. You know something I have discovered is that one reason 
you ought to give it your all is not so everybody can see you – and not so that everybody can 
praise you. It is also not that everybody can honor or recognize you. Instead, you ought to 
give it your all every time just in case on the day that nobody is watching – Jesus is still 
watching you and sees your motives in the process. 
 
God just wants to know, are you available to just give it your all at the things that you commit 
to do? The expectation if for you to just do your best. All I want to tell you today is that 
whatever comes, however it comes; just commit to give it your all.  

 


