
 

North Park Worship Centre 
395 North Park Drive, Brampton, Ontario, L6S 6A9 
E: mark.lawrence@northparkwc.org 
T: (905) 450-7554 | W: https://northparkwc.org 

 
 

 

 

 

Page 1 of 4 

Sermon Title: “Legacy” 
Speaker: Mark Lawrence, Lead Pastor 
Date: Sunday, February 21, 2021 
 
Scripture Reference: 
  
Genesis 25: 1 - 11 (NIV)  
 
1 Abraham had taken another wife, whose name was Keturah.  
 
2 She bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak and Shuah. 
 
3 Jokshan was the father of Sheba and Dedan; the descendants of Dedan were the Ashurites, the 
Letushites and the Leummites.  
 
4 The sons of Midian were Ephah, Epher, Hanok, Abida and Eldaah. All these were descendants of 
Keturah. 
 
5 Abraham left everything he owned to Isaac.  
 
6 But while he was still living, he gave gifts to the sons of his concubines and sent them away from 
his son Isaac to the land of the east. 
 
7 Abraham lived a hundred and seventy-five years.  
 
8 Then Abraham breathed his last and died at a good old age, an old man and full of years; and he 
was gathered to his people.  
 
9 His sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah near Mamre, in the field of 
Ephron son of Zohar the Hittite,  
 
10 the field Abraham had bought from the Hittites. There Abraham was buried with his wife Sarah.  
 
11 After Abraham’s death, God blessed his son Isaac, who then lived near Beer Lahai Roi. 
 
Summary: 
 
Every family ought to desire to create, establish and leave a legacy on this earth. Legacy is a word 
that we don’t talk enough about when we speak about black families. Legacy is comprised of two 
components. One has to do with our past and the other is to do with the future.  
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When we use the term legacy, it is a reminder to us that none of us got here by ourselves. Your life 
story did not begin when you were conceived. The work of God in your life did not start when you 
took your first breath. It doesn’t matter who you are, what you do in life, no matter how successful 
you believe you are, how much money you earn and what your title is in society. You just did not get 
here by yourself.  
 
Before you drew your first breath, before you were born on this earth, there were  
fore-mothers and fore-fathers who came before us and paved the way. Somebody made a way for 
you. Somebody opened a door for you – somebody sacrificed for you. Somebody came before you 
and laid a foundation and a legacy that you have inherited – and we should then realize that none of 
us got here by ourselves or achieved anything on our own.  
 
As we journey through the month of February, it is a reminder of the legacy, history and the heritage 
that we embrace as a people. Legacy is about our past – but in a same sense, legacy is about our 
future. It is a reminder that we have an obligation and a commitment to support a successful spinoff. 
It is our responsibility and obligation to ensure that the generation that comes after us live peacefully 
and productively, and is poised for success – that we prepare them to live in this world and leave 
them a legacy greater than the one we have inherited.  
 
There are some life lessons about legacy that we find here in the genealogy of Abraham in Genesis 
chapter 25. Here, we find out that Sarah the wife of Abraham has been dead for about 15 years. 
Sometime either before her death or after, the Bible tells us in Genesis 25 that Abraham got 
remarried. He’s married to one of his concubines named Keturah. You must remember that in those 
days, concubines were normal, and they were not just sexual slaves. They were granted privileges 
and protections by the men to whom they belong.  
 
Abraham has married Keturah. Now when the Bible says Abraham has married Keturah – what 
literally happened is that Abraham elevated her status beyond simply a slave that is owned; but now 
to one whose descendants with him become eligible to inherit his estate. “Abraham married 
Keturah” literally means that now the children that Keturah has birthed for Abraham – at least the 
sons are eligible to become inheritors of Abraham estate as much as Abraham desire that they 
should inherit.  
 
Don’t you miss this? The marriage is about inheritance – that is why we find out that Abraham got 
married to Keturah. The next few verses of the text set forth the lineage that comes after through 
Keturah; so that we would know who the sons are as they are now eligible to inherit the estate of 
Abraham.  
 
Can I give you four lessons about legacy that we learn as we read Abraham’s lineage in Genesis 
25? Four legacies to give to our children and the generation after us. This is about educating our 
children and in turn the generation after us.  
 
 



 

North Park Worship Centre 
395 North Park Drive, Brampton, Ontario, L6S 6A9 
E: mark.lawrence@northparkwc.org 
T: (905) 450-7554 | W: https://northparkwc.org 

 
 

 

 

 

Page 3 of 4 

1. Legacy of Financial Freedom 
 

Abraham had eight sons. Isaac by Sarah, Ishmael by Hagar and six other sons by Keturah. 
While Abraham was living, he gave gifts to the sons of his concubines. Isaac may have inherited 
the estate – but Abraham gave gifts to all the sons of his concubines. This meant that his sons 
were able to provide for themselves and create wealth. What Abraham literally did was that – 
although he had given Isaac the entire estate, he made certain that the other seven sons of his 
were able to be financially free and were in a position to provide for their families.  

 
2. Legacy of Family 

 
Children and those who come after you should know the importance of family. You can’t just 
throw family away. The Bible said in verse 6 of the text that Abraham gave gifts to all the other 
sons other than Isaac. Then it said that he sent them away. This showed how he broke up the 
family. 

 
It is inappropriate to shun and shut the door on family. It is damaging and detrimental not to 
speak to family members and have a relationship with them.   
 
Family is just family no matter what – and it doesn’t always fit the ideal model and our 
expectations. The good news is that it doesn’t always have to fit the model and it doesn’t have to 
look like the family down the street from you or of people you know.  

 
3.  Legacy of Faith 

 
The greatest thing I can or you can leave your children is faith in God. The greatest thing we can 
pass on to the generation after us is the knowledge that they can trust in God. Truth like when 
you call on God, God will answer you. When you put things and situations in God’s hands, the 
Lord will always make a way when there seems to be no way.   

 
Can you trust and believe that if God made a promise to you, that even if you don’t walk in it – 
even if you don’t see it or don’t receive it – you know that God will perform it?  

 
God may work things out in your grandchildren –your nephew and the list goes on. God may 
work it out in generations that you know nothing about. We got to have faith that is generational 
and God will work things out for the good. 

 
4. Legacy of Fortitude 

 
After the death of Abraham, God blessed Isaac – he lived in Be-er (Be-here) Lahai Roi. Yes, 
after the death God blessed Isaac and he lived. And yes! Isaac found out that even after the 
death of his father, he was blessed and could still live.  
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Isaac found out what we need to pass things on to the generations after us – that with faith in 
God, you can survive anything that comes your way. With faith in God you can go through the 
worst and still be blessed and live – you are a survivor. You don’t have to lay down and die; you 
don’t have to throw in the towel and quit. You don’t have to walk away; in you there is some 
fortitude. In you is some strength to fight. 


