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Sermon Title: “No Condemnation” - Introduction: Part 1 
Speaker: Mark Lawrence, Lead Pastor 
Date: Sunday, March 7, 2021 
 
Scripture Reference: 
  
Romans 8: 1 - 39  
 
Summary: 
 
I want to invite you for the next few weeks to journey with us through Romans chapter 8 – verse by 
verse. I believe that all the Word of God is powerful. I suggest to you that every page, every 
passage, every chapter and in every verse of the Bible; God is speaking to us.  

• I agree with Moses that we don’t live by bread alone but by every Word that proceeds out of 
the mouth of God.  

• I agree with Paul, who said that all scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.  

• I believe in all the Word of God. I believe that God is speaking through all sixty six books. I 
believe that all 1,189 chapters are good for our spirit. 

• I believe that all 31,102 verses will bless your soul.  
• I believe that all 801,316 words found in the Bible are edifying for our walk with God. I 

believe that we need all of that. However, I would suggest to you that verse by verse, page 
by page, word by word – that nothing can anchor us more in this season than what is written 
in Romans chapter 8. It is arguably one of the most powerful chapters in all the Bible. I know 
if you are like me, you may say, ‘Well! wait Reverend, I like Psalm 23, “The Lord is my 
Shepherd…” 

• I love John 1, “In the beginning was the Word, the Word with God, and the Word was God.” 
• I like Isaiah 40, “They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength…” 
• I hold on to Jeremiah 29, “I know the thoughts I have for you…” 
• Let’s not forget Hebrews 11, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for…” 
• Yes, and I am still suggesting that when you really get into it, that there is no passage of 

scripture that can anchor us right now than what if found in Romans chapter 8.  
 
You know the book of Romans. Let’s review some more sound words from Romans 8. 
 
“And we know that all things works together for the good of those who love him, who have been 
called according to his purpose.” 
 
“Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ 
Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death.”  
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“I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in 
us.”  
 
“We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless 
groans.” 
 
“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor 
the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 
“If God be for us, who can be against us?  
 
“In all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.”  
 
Over the next few weeks, we will walk you through Romans chapter 8, with the hope that it will help 
you build or strengthen your faith in God. 

• It will strengthen your resolve to hold to God’s unchanging hands. It will help you make 
sense of what you see in the world.  

• It will remind you that no matter what comes our way, there is no condemnation. 
 
Before we get into the series and begin walking through these verses, let’s put what we have read in 
context. The Bible taken out of context is one of the most dangerous errors in all the world. Damage 
has been done by those who pick chapter and verse, pull it out of context and use it at their own 
discretion. So before we get into any shouting while we explore Romans and get to some of our 
favorite verses such as “All things work together for good…”, “We are more than conquerors” and 
shout over the fact that “nothing can separate us from the love of Jesus Christ” – we have to get into 
the context of Romans chapter 8. As much as we want to get excited about what has been said, we 
have to know why it was said. Also, before we embrace what it means; we have to look at what it 
meant.  
 
This sixth book of the New Testament and letter to the Roman church was written by the apostle 
Paul – sometime between 55 and 64 A.D. as Paul was returning from Jerusalem from his trip to 
Greece. What you need to know is that: 

• At the time of this writing, Paul has never been to Rome. As such, the Christians that he was 
writing to were strangers whom he has never met. 

• Furthermore, they were not Gentiles or Jews who he preached Jesus to and led them in their 
conversion.  

• He did not establish the church in Rome. He was writing to a group of strangers whom he 
had never met but planned to meet on his next trip as he laid over in Rome, on his way to 
Spain.  

• Scholars will argue with you that this letter Paul wrote to strangers that he had never met 
was Paul’s literary masterpiece. The work in the book of Romans was the highlight of Paul 
preaching at his best. Romans is Paul’s Magnum Opus; it is his greatest work.  
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• If you were to go to any theological library on any campus of any Seminary – and  go to the 
section on the book of Romans, you will find more articles, commentaries and books on the 
letter to the Romans than any other book in the entire Bible. 

• More scholarly work has been done on Romans than any other book in the Bible. 
• Historically, preachers and leaders of the church have ran to Romans to anchor the body of 

Christ during times of trial and trouble.  
• When the Roman government began to crumble, Augustine ran to the book of Romans to try 

to understand survival strategies for Christians in a government that was failing.  
• In the time of the Reformation, when the Catholic Church had perverted the practices of its 

people – Martin Luther and John Calvin ran to the book of Romans to try and find the 
corrective structure that lifted Jesus Christ above anything and everything that ever existed 
or will exist.  

• When Karl Barth saw the dangerous blending of faith and culture, he wrote an exposition on 
the book of Romans to remind the body of Christ that saying yes to God sometimes meant 
that you to say no to have the world.  

 
Relentlessly, the history of the book of Romans is that it has anchored us in times of trial and 
trouble. It has never ceased to hold strong in difficult times in our lives, community and in our world. 
It has proven to be one of the books that we can always reflect on to strengthen our faith in this 
present world that is filled with trials and seems so chaotic at times. So our journey through Romans 
should be interesting and exciting to ponder as well as study during our journey over the upcoming 
weeks. 


