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Sermon Title: “When God Answers “No” to our Prayers” 
Speaker: Rovel Dunn, Associate Pastor 
Date: Sunday, February 7, 2021 
 
Scripture References: 
 
Hebrews 4:15 (NIV)  
 
15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have 
one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 
 
Hebrews 5: 7 - 10 (NIV) 
 
7 During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with fervent cries and 
tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 
submission.  
 
8 Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered  
 
9 And, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him  
 
10 And was designated by God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek. 
 
Philippians 2: 5 - 11 (NIV) 
 
5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 
 
6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own 
advantage; 
 
7 Rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human 
likeness. 
 
8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death - 
even death on a cross! 
 
9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 
 
10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 
11 And every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
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Summary: 
 
When we pray, bringing our request to God, we have the assurance of God answering our prayer. 
However, God does not always answer “yes,” there are times when God may answer “no” to our 
prayers.  When God answers “no,” it may not be the result of sin, the Devil, or our faith.   
 

1. In every “no” from God, there is a lesson to be learnt, knowledge to be gained, 
transformation to be experienced and glory to attain.   

 
 God does nothing by chance.  Everything He allows into our life, everything He withholds 

is done intentionally and with purpose.  Since there is a lesson to be leant, your response 
when you receive a “no” from God is not to reject it, feeling God does not care and is 
denying you what you desire.  Instead, your response should be, Lord what do you want 
me to learn in and through this?  

 
2. When God says “no” He has something much better in store than what you are asking.   

 
 When God response is “no,” you should not interpret that He is denying you of your 

request.  Instead, you should see it from the perspective that He has a greater blessing 
and a greater glory in store than what you have asked for.    
 

 In the “no” from God, there are possibilities you cannot comprehend.  Therefore, when 
you pray, it is okay to ask God to grant your petition, but it is also important to be open to 
the possibility that God may want to give you more than what you are asked.  You should 
always be ready to trade your desire to hear “yes” for His “no.” 

 
 You should not interpret the fact that God responds “no” when you pray as a way of 

denying you what you ask for.  Instead, you should see it from the perspective that He 
has a greater blessing, a greater glory in store for you.  In the “no” from God are 
possibilities your mind cannot comprehend.  Therefore, when you pray, it is ok to ask 
God to grant your petition, but it is also important to be open to the possibility that God 
may want to give you more than you are asking.  Therefore, you should always be ready 
to trade your desire to hear yes for His no. 

 
Biblical Truths from the Sermon 

 
 Always bring our burdens to God 
 As believers we have the assurance of God answering our prayers 
 God does not always answer the way we want 
 We should be open to whatever answer God has for us 
 Hearing “no” from God may not be the result of sin, our faith or the Devil 
 When God answers “no” there is a lesson to learn, knowledge to gain, transformation 

to experience   
 God only denies us what we ask for because He has something greater in store for 

us  


